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(a) If tobacco 1s grown on leased property and the tenant fails to make
reasonable progress within six months from September 1 to strip and place the
tobacco on the market, the landlord may strip, pack, ship, and sell at the tenant’s
expense any time after March 1, tobacco grown on the leased premises by the tenant
in any previous year. All expenses paid by the landlord in the stripping, packing,
shipment, or sale shall be a first and prior lien on the tobacco and the proceeds of the
sale, notwithstanding any other agreement or obligation of the tenant or provision of
law.

(b) A tenant or the tenant’s agent, who interferes, directly or indirectly with
the stripping, packing, shipment, or sale of tobacco by the landlord, is guilty of a
misdemeanor and, on conviction, is subject to a fine of not less than $100 or by
imprisonment for not less than 90 days nor more than six months, or both.
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